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Welcome to Leighton Park School 
We are delighted that you have chosen to come to Leighton Park this summer, and we are sure 
that you will have a great time. We have prepared some interesting English lessons, some exciting 
activities for your students and we will take you to some beautiful and fascinating places….so help 
us to help you have an unforgettable stay by reading the next few pages carefully and by following 
the College rules. Thank you!

Summer School Address: 
Arrivals: 
Summer School at Leighton Park
Leighton Park School
Shinfield Road
Reading RG2 7DE

On Call telephone number: +44 20 3553 5702

Summer School Senior Staff:
Summer School Centre Manager: Abbie Peyton-McDonough 

Individuals Manager: Danny Clark

Student Experience Manager: Alice Macey

Assistant Manager: Josh Martin

Summer School Academic Manager: Nicola Prin
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Deliveries for post/parcels: 
Leighton Park School
International Summer School Office
Shinfield Road
Reading
RG2 7ED



Course Programme 

All students attend General English lessons in the morning and then follow their chosen option 
(Kids Multi Activity Course, Intensive English, Sports Coaching, Performing Arts, Creative Arts or 
Film-making) in the afternoon. 

Weekday Programme:
09:00 – 12:40   General English Classes 

(Break from 10:40 – 11:00) 

13:45 – 17:30 Activity Programme (see Sample 
Course Programme for details)

(Break from 15:45 - 16:15)

19:30 – 21:30 Evening Activities (see Sample 
Course Programme for details)

We ask that Group Leaders be present on site with 
their students at breaks and during scheduled 
activity times.

Daily Meal Times:
Breakfast 08:00 – 08:45

Lunch 	
12:45 – 13:30

Dinner	
18:00 – 18:45

Meal times are slightly different on Thursday 
evenings, Saturdays and Sundays.

Please note that all times above are subject to 
change and will be confirmed upon arrival.

Please note that all times above are subject to change and will be confirmed on arrival.04



What to Bring
What items should I bring with me to the Leighton Park International Summer School?
From our many years of experience, we recommend that you bring the following items with you 
(as required):

LUGGAGE:
•	 Lockable suitcase which is not too big for you to push/carry
•	 Small backpack/rucksack suitable for carrying a packed lunch, waterproof jacket  
	 and other small items
•	 Money belt

CLOTHES:
(It is useful to put names on your clothing)
•	 Lightweight waterproof jacket
•	 Sports clothes and sports shoes
•	 Swimwear/goggles/cap
•	 Comfortable walking shoes/trainers
•	 Casual clothes for daily wear
•	 Smart clothes for discos and Farewell Prom
•	 Sports and swimwear for Activity Sessions

PERSONAL ITEMS:
•	 Pen and notebook (learning materials are provided by the College)
•	 Swimming towel (bath towel is provided by the College)
•	 Warm pyjamas/nightdress
•	 Hairdryer (if required)
•	 Adapter for 240 volt – 3 pin plug (if required)
•	 Mobile phone & Portable charger
•	 Toilet bag
•	 Tennis racket (if required)
•	 Small umbrella 
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Arrival Information
ARRIVALS 
Your group will be met at the Arrivals Area of the airport by one of our drivers or a school 
representative who will be holding a sign with your group’s name and Leighton Park written clearly 
on it.

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE THE ARRIVALS AREA OF THE AIRPORT UNTIL YOU HAVE MET YOUR REP 
AND STAY WITH YOUR GROUP AND GROUP LEADER AT ALL TIMES.

When you arrive at the School, you will be taken directly to your accommodation and introduced 
to your Student Experience Leaders.  These are the members of staff who will be looking after 
you in your boarding house.  They will help you to get settled in.  Depending on the time that you 
arrive, there will be a house meeting and a campus orientation before or after dinner.  For groups 
arriving very late, the meeting and orientation will be done the next morning.

WIFI AND PHONE SIGNAL 
Whilst on site you are able to utilise our guest WiFi. You will need to agree to the terms and 
conditions on first connection. You will be provided with a unique reference code which will 
identify you as the unique user of the WiFi. Do NOT share this with any other person, as usage is 
monitored and any misuse will be identifiable to you.   

ACCESS CODES 
You will be given a door access number for the boarding houses and classrooms. These access 
numbers should be memorised and not written down or shared with others. 
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Boarding House Rules
These are rules that have been set out by Leighton Park School to ensure that your  
stay is both safe and enjoyable.

•	 Smoking – there is no smoking allowed on the School grounds at all.

•	 Sanitary towels must be placed in the appropriate bins in the toilets & bathrooms.

•	 Kitchens must only be used for bread/toast and drinks; not for full meal cooking! Kitchens 	
	 MUST be tidied and all plates etc washed each night, otherwise the Kitchens will be locked.

•	 Each bedroom/common room/house hall/kitchen will be checked before arrival and departure.  
	 If there is 	any damage caused by your group, which has not been reported we reserve the right to 	
	 charge you or your agency. 

•	 If something in the house gets damaged, then please let us know, we will understand if it 		
	 was an accident.

•	 Laundry – please do not overfill your laundry bag, and make sure that the bags are clearly identifiable.

•	 Beds should be made, rooms tidied and windows opened each morning.

•	 Beds must be stripped and linen put in the designated area on bed change days and 		
	 departure days, otherwise your bed linen will not be changed!

•	 Please do not move any mattresses on to the floor, this is a Fire Hazard!

•	 Students must return to houses by 21:45 latest. The security alarm in each house sets 		
	 automatically at 22:30 each evening.

•	 “Lights Off” (curfew) is at 23:00. With the expectation students are asleep shortly after 23:00.

•	 Look after the Common Room. It is your space so keep it tidy and please be careful with 		
	 the equipment. Treat the house in the same way that you would treat your own house. 

•	 No ball games inside the house

•	 No girls in boys rooms and vice versa

•	 Incidents of alcohol, drugs or sexual activity will result in immediate expulsion

Any breaking of the rules will be taken seriously and in extreme cases we reserve the right  
to send those involved back home at their own expense.

 

 

07



Fire Evacuation Procedure
FIRE SAFETY AND PROCEDURES 
TRAINING On the first day you will be informed 
of the emergency procedures including 
location of escape routes, sound of the alarm 
and the location of the assembly points for 
each building. 

FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS Our buildings have 
electronic automatic fire alarm systems with 
detectors for smoke and/or heat. There are also 
manual call points (break glass points) to raise 
the alarm. 

FIRE ESCAPE ROUTES All building occupants 
should make themselves familiar with the fire 
escape routes which are clearly signposted in 
each building. Please note that most of our fire 
exit doors are alarmed. 

FIRE ALARM SOUNDING The safety of 
everyone in the boarding house in the event of 
fire is paramount. In the event of a fire alarm 
sounding, the following steps must be taken: 

• 	 Evacuate building at the nearest fire 
exit. Without putting yourself or others 
at risk, the person in charge will do a 
sweep of house to make sure everyone is 
accounted for and no one is left behind as 
they leave the building. 

• 	 Go to the nearest Fire Assembly Point as 
indicated on the map below

• 	 Undertake a head count and register for 
your group to ensure every student is 
accounted for. 

• 	 The Group Leader should let the Student 
Experience Leaders know that the alarm 
has been activated and they will then 
update the relevant people.

• 	 Only return to the building once a 
member of Management staff or Fire 
Brigade has investigated and deemed it 
safe to do so. 

There are notices in the classrooms and other 
areas that outline the action to take in the 
event of a fire. Please read them carefully and 
make sure that you understand them. 
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Fire Evacuation Procedure – Employee guidance notes  
August  2024 

 

Fire Assembly Points 
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25 - MFL (Languages) 
24 - Art Department 
23 - Peckover 
22 - John Ounsted 
21 - Townson 
20 - Drama Studio 
16 - Old School & Offices 
19 - Waterhouse 
18 - David Linday 

11 - Pavilion  
10 - Oakview 
17 - Main Hall & MMC 
(adjacent to the Astro) 

J I 

 3 – Swimming pool 
 5 – Gymnasium 
 2 – School House 
(behind the pool, on 
the path to Oakview)  

09 – Field House 
05 – Estates 
Offices 

L 

03 – Health Centre 

M 02 – Fryer House 

N 
04 – Reckitt House 
(in the car park) 

C 

*Locations of assembly point sign  



Medical Support
If you or a student in your care requires medical attention for any reason, you should  
either contact a member of staff in your boarding house or in the International Summer 
School office.

We can arrange for an appointment at the School’s local surgery, which is just a short walk away 
from the campus. 

Chancellor House Surgery 
6 Shinfield Road, Reading RG2 7BW

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 08:00 – 18:30 

Please ensure that you bring all medical information with you so that we can provide the surgery 
with the required information.

Serious illnesses/injuries should always be referred straight to a hospital, or call 999. 

OUT OF HOURS SUPPORT:
Local Hospital information  

Royal Berkshire Hospital A&E 
London Rd,  
Reading  
RG1 5AN

www.royalberkshire.nhs.uk

Opening Hours: 24 hours

Phone:  0118 322 5111

Distance: 2 km (5 mins drive)
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Sample Timetable

10

NB this is a sample course programme and all activities and visits are subject to change due to weather conditions and other external factors. 
Mixed Zone Activities include: Open Swim / Free-flow sports / Garden Games / Board Games / Shopping / Student Café

     WEEK 1	 TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY

     WEEK 2	 TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY

Sample Timetable 

Week 1 Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday 
Morning 

09:00 
12:40 

Testing & English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

Full-day 
excursion to 

Bath 

Full-day 
excursion to 
Cambridge 

Or

London 
Optional excursion to 

English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

Afternoon 1 
13:45 
15:45 Arrivals 

Settling in 

Campus Tour

Intensive English 
Creative Arts 

Performing Arts 
Film Making 

Sports Coaching 
Kids’ Activity 
Programme 

Half-day 
excursion to 

Oxford 

     Guided 
Walking tour 

Intensive English 
Creative Arts 

Performing Arts 
Film Making 

Sports Coaching 
Kids’ Activity 
Programme 

Open-top 
bus 

sightseeing 

Walking tour 

Or 
Discover 
Reading 

(eg bowling, 
roller-skating, 

cinema, 
shopping etc) 

Intensive English 
Creative Arts 

Performing Arts 
Film Making 

Sports Coaching 
Kids’ Activity 
Programme 

Afternoon 2 
16:15 
17:30 

Arrivals 
Settling in 

Campus Tour

Mixed Zone 
Activities 

& Swimming

Shopping 
& Street 
Market 

Mixed Zone 
Activities 

& Swimming 

Shopping 
& Street 
Market 

Or 
Campus 
sports & 
activities 

Mixed Zone 
Activities 

& Swimming 

Evening 
19:30 
21:30 

Welcome meeting International 
Welcome Disco 

BBQ dinner 

Outdoor Games 

Team building: 

Olympic 
Challenge 

19:30 return 

Dinner in 
College 

18:30 return 

Film Night 
or 

Sports Activities 

Team building: 

Scavenger Hunt 

Week 2 Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday 
Morning 

09:00 
12:40 

English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

English 
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 

Full-day 
excursion to 

London 

Buckingham 
Palace & 

Horse Guards 
Parade 

Brunch
Discover 
Reading 
Bowling 

(included for 
individuals) 

English  
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:00) 
Certificate 

Ceremony & Prize 
Giving 

(12:00 – 12:40) 
Afternoon 1 

13:45 
15:45 Special Afternoon 

Activities: 

Swimming 
Olympics

Intensive English 
Creative Arts 

Performing Arts 
Film Making 

Sports Coaching 
Kids’ Activity 
Programme 

Half-day 
excursion to 

Oxford 

Ashmolean 
Museum 

(Optional) 

Punting on 
River Cherwell 

Intensive English 
Creative Arts 

Performing Arts 
Film Making 

Sports Coaching 
Kids’ Activity 
Programme 

Whitehall & 
Westminster 
walking tour 

Covent 
Garden 

or 
British 

Museum 

Intensive English 
Creative Arts 

Performing Arts 
Film Making 

Sports Coaching 
Kids’ Activity 
Programme 

Afternoon 2 
16:15 
17:30 Session as above

Mixed Zone 
Activities 

& Swimming 

Shopping 
& Street 
Market 

Mixed Zone 
Activities 

& Swimming 
Shopping 

Or 
Campus 
sports & 
activities 

End of Course 
Presentation 

& Awards 
Ceremony 

Evening 
19:30 
21:30 

Bingo Night 
or 

Sports Activities 

Team building: 

Capture the Flag 

BBQ dinner 

Outdoor Games 

“Leighton Park’s 
Got Talent” 

(student talent 
show) 

20:00 return 

Dinner in 
College 

18:30 return 

Carnival Night 
(indoor fun & 

games) 

Prom Night & 
Farewell Disco 

NB this is a sample course programme and all activities and visits are subject to change due to weather conditions and other external factors. 

Mixed Zone Activities include: Open Swim / Free-flow sports / Garden Games / Board Games / Shopping / Student Café 

(included for individuals 
and optional for groups) 

by train for groups 

London 
Optional excursion to 

by train for groups 

Discover 
Reading 

(eg bowling, 
roller-skating, 

cinema, 
shopping etc) 

Optional excursion to 

  University 
College Visit

Sample Timetable 
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(09:00 – 10:40 
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11:00 – 12:40) 
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English 
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(09:00 – 10:40 
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11:00 – 12:40) 
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Intensive English 
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Performing Arts 
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Afternoon 2 
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Campus Tour
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Evening 
19:30 
21:30 

Welcome meeting International 
Welcome Disco 

BBQ dinner 

Outdoor Games 

Team building: 

Olympic 
Challenge 

19:30 return 
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(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 
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(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:40) 
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Horse Guards 
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Brunch
Discover 
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individuals) 

English  
Lessons 

(09:00 – 10:40 
BREAK 

11:00 – 12:00) 
Certificate 
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Giving 

(12:00 – 12:40) 
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13:45 
15:45 Special Afternoon 

Activities: 
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Olympics

Intensive English 
Creative Arts 

Performing Arts 
Film Making 

Sports Coaching 
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Programme 

Half-day 
excursion to 

Oxford 
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Punting on 
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Or 
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activities 
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Presentation 
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19:30 
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or 

Sports Activities 

Team building: 

Capture the Flag 
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NB this is a sample course programme and all activities and visits are subject to change due to weather conditions and other external factors. 

Mixed Zone Activities include: Open Swim / Free-flow sports / Garden Games / Board Games / Shopping / Student Café 

(included for individuals 
and optional for groups) 

by train for groups 

London 
Optional excursion to 

by train for groups 

Discover 
Reading 

(eg bowling, 
roller-skating, 

cinema, 
shopping etc) 

Optional excursion to 

  University 
College Visit
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Excursions (all students)
Thursday (13:30 – 19:00), Saturday (08:30 – 
19:30), Optional Sunday (times to be confirmed)

Here at LP International Summer School we arrange a 
number of excursions to popular destinations around 
the country.  On excursion days Leighton Park can 
be very busy with lots of coaches going to different 
places, so it is important that both staff and students 
get on the right one. Group Leaders will display 
appropriate signage for students.  It is important that 
staff, students and Group Leaders are on time for all 
meeting times and points, otherwise other people on 
your coach will be inconvenienced by your lateness. 
On weekend excursion days your group can collect a 
packed lunch after you have finished your breakfast.

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM OUR STUDENT EXPERIENCE LEADERS?
It is the responsibility of the Student Experience Leader:

•	 To gather the group(s) together in the designated area with clear signage.

•	 To guide group(s) onto the coaches once all students & Group Leader(s) are present.

•	 To communicate with the Group Leader(s) once on the coach regarding the itinerary for the day.

•	 To communicate to all the students and Group Leader(s) the exact meeting points and times.

•	 When the destination is reached, to accompany the group(s) as per the itinerary and confirm 
the meeting point and time for departure.

•	 Our staff should know where they are going and have a basic knowledge of the area that the 
group is visiting. We provide them with walking tours, maps and other useful information, but 
they are NOT TOUR GUIDES, and will not have the answers to all of your questions, but will 
endeavour to find out as much information as possible!

•	 To be the point of contact for your coach AT ALL TIMES.

•	 They will provide you with your excursion Lanyard and emergency Band.

•	 Our staff will always be friendly and enthusiastic.  Students have come to England to learn 
English, it is important that our Student Experience Leaders talk and interact with them as much 
as possible.

•	 To liaise with the Group Leader(s) regarding the afternoon free time as required – this must be 
clearly agreed between both the Student Experience Leader(s) and the Group Leader(s).

•	 Our staff will always have the Health and Safety of students at heart.  On the occasions where 
there is more than one Student Experience Leader with the group(s), one will be at the front of 
the group and one will be at the back of the group when moving around on foot.



English Language Programme:  
Information for students
The English programme has been designed by a team of experienced international teachers and teacher 
trainers to ensure students make rapid progress in English in an enjoyable and memorable way.  

•	 To ensure students are actively involved in every class, we have selected modern and stimulating 
course book materials from Elementary to Advanced levels, which include quizzes, error awareness, 
gap-fills, class projects, games, discussions, live writing, dictations, role plays, group work and pair 
work.  

•	 Our course book materials also help students discover many aspects of the life and culture of the 
UK and the wider English-speaking world.  

•	 The course has been carefully planned to provide a balance of speaking, listening, reading and 
writing, with appropriate emphasis on grammatical accuracy and lexical development.  

•	 Each class has at least two different teachers, who work closely together as a team to monitor the 
progress of each student. This helps with classroom management and important decisions about 
students and also ensures students are exposed to a variety of regional accents.  

•	 Students are tested to find which level is most appropriate on the first morning, and their progress 
in class is monitored by the team of teachers under supervision of our Academic Manager. On 
completion of the course, each student receives a leaving certificate.  

All your students will have access to this information in their Student Handbook and we would 
encourage you to use it to supplement your learning. 

If you have any queries about the English Programme during your stay, please see the Academic Director 
who will do their best to resolve any issues. 

Here’s some useful information to help you have the best time with us - and really improve 
your English!

We have lots of special ideas, methods and materials to help you improve your English while having a 
brilliant summer experience.   

We will help you...  

•	 speak and write more naturally.  

•	 improve your pronunciation.  

•	 develop your vocabulary.  

•	 deal with problem grammar.  

•	 read and listen with more understanding.  

•	 have fun and make friends.  
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 Your lessons….

will be fun, challenging, engaging, different – but never boring!

Our qualified teachers will use a wide range of methods and materials to help you activate your real-life 
English, extending and building on what you already know, so by the end of your course you should feel 
happy and confident in your ability to use English, whatever your level.

Here is some important information about your classes…  

•	 You will have different teachers for different classes.  

•	 Please bring pens and paper to class.  

•	 We may sometimes give you a small amount of homework each day. Please make sure you do it 	
	 -   your teacher might want to use it with the class in the next lesson.  

•	 There will be different nationalities and different ages in each class, but you will be with other 		
	 students who have a similar level of English.  

•	 If you have a problem with your classes or other students, tell your class teacher or your Group 		
	 Leader. If you have a problem with your teacher, please speak to your group leader. Your Group 		
	 Leader can then talk to our Academic Manager.  

•	 If you are ill and can’t come to a class, you must tell your group leader before the class starts. Your 	
	 group leader will then tell the Academic Manager.  
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Make the most of your stay….

Here are some tips on how to improve your English inside and outside the classroom. 

If you try them, they really will help you get the maximum from your time here at the Summer School at 
Leighton Park. 

To improve your speaking:

•	 Don’t worry if you make mistakes!  It’s natural and we are all here to learn together.  

•	 Speak English at every opportunity and participate fully in class. 

•	 Plan what you want to say, then practise a dialogue in your head.  

•	 Speak to at least five people outside class every day.  

•	 Have a conversation on a different topic every day.  

•	 Try to use words or idioms you’ve learnt recently.  

•	 Try to speak English to your friends, even if they speak your native language. Make it easier 		
	 by 	setting aside a particular time each day when you ONLY speak English, for example 30 minutes 	
	 at lunchtime.

 

To improve your writing: 

•	 Make sure you do your homework.   

•	 Keep a list of new vocabulary.

•	 When you learn a new word, always write it down in a sentence to show how it is used.

•	 Copy out your corrected homework so there are no mistakes.  

•	 Try to find alternatives for simple words like ‘good / bad / nice / get’. 

•	 Write a diary every day describing what you have done, how you feel, the weather etc.

To improve your listening:  

•	 Watch tv, movies etc in English. Try to understand the gist; don’t worry if you don’t get every word.   	
	 Use (English) subtitles to help you if necessary.

•	 Listen and sing along to your favourite songs in English and read the text at the same time.  

•	 Listen for key words when people are speaking to you.  

•	 Don’t be afraid to ask people to repeat what they are saying.  

•	 Listen to the people talking around you. What are they talking about? How do they feel?  

•	 Listen carefully to the intonation of people talking. Do their voices go up or down, and when?  

•	 Record yourself reading English, then listen to yourself. Is it clear?  
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If you need help with your reading:

•	 Try to follow the news about your country in British newspapers.  

•	 Look for stories you find interesting online, in papers and magazines etc  

•	 Ask yourself three general questions about an article or story before reading – then see if you 
can find the answers.  

•	 Read the first lines of every paragraph of an article and guess the general idea.  

•	 Underline the key vocabulary and expressions in the articles.  

•	 Don’t worry if you don’t understand every word.  

•	 Don’t use a dictionary while you are reading – guess the word/phrase and check it afterwards.  
Add it to your vocabulary list.
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English Language Programme
Really Useful Expressions
We focus on helping you learn really useful, real-life English. Here is a collection of everyday 
expressions you will probably hear around you. You can try to use them yourself.

16

IN SCHOOL
Where can I find ...? Is anyone sitting here? What does ... mean? Does anyone know who/
where/when...? Let me give you a hand. Compare your answers with your partner. Sorry, I 
haven’t finished yet. Here’s my homework. Which room am I in? Sorry, I didn’t catch what 
you said. Could you say that again, please? I’ll give it to you tomorrow. Can I have a word 
with you, please?  

THE WEATHER  
It looks like it’s going to rain. It’s pouring down. It’s (freezing) cold today. It’s (boiling) hot. 
What’s the forecast for tomorrow? Wow, it’s hot. Do I need an umbrella? Let’s go outside. 
It’s a lovely day. It’s quite breezy today.  

WITH FRIENDS  
See you later. See you tomorrow. Give me a call later. What are you doing tonight? How 
long have you been here? Hello again. Is this your first time in England? How long are you 
staying here? Are you going to the cinema tonight? What time shall we meet up? Where are 
you from? Do you want to play football later? Let’s sit together.  

FOOD  
This is delicious/very nice. What’s in this? How do you make this? Can I have seconds/some 
more, please? I’d love a cup of coffee/tea, please. What’s this dish called? I’m allergic to ... 
No thanks, I’m full. Help yourself to ... What’s for dinner tonight?  

ACTIVITIES AND SPORTS EXCURSIONS   
How do you play this?  Where are we going?   
What are the rules?  How far is it?   
It’s my turn.  Are we going by coach?   
Can I have a go?  Where are the nearest toilets, please?   
Good shot!  Where/When are we meeting up again?   
I can/can’t swim.  Can I take photos? Can I use flash?   
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Leighton Park School/Reading
Address

Shinfield Road
Reading, Berkshire, RG2 7ED

England

Information

Type Private school
Public school
Day and boarding school

Religious
affiliation(s)

Religious Society of Friends
(Quaker)

Established 1890

Head Matthew L S Judd

Staff 213 (approx.)

Gender Co-educational

Age 11 to 18

Enrolment 535

Colour(s) Blue, Copper, White        

Publication The Park

Campus 65-acre (260,000 m2) parkland
campus

Former
Pupils

Old Leightonians

Website leightonpark.com

Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Leighton
Park School.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this
article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be
challenged and removed.
Find sources: "Leighton Park School" – news · newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR

(December 2022) (Learn how and when to remove this message)

Leighton Park School is a co-educational private school for both day and
boarding pupils in Reading in South East England. The school's ethos is
closely tied to the Quaker values, having been founded as a Quaker
School in 1890. The school's ethos is described as achievement with
values, character and community. It is one of seven Quaker schools in
England.[citation needed]

Overview [ edit ]

The school is based in a 65-acre (26 ha) parkland estate just south of
Reading town centre, next to the University of Reading's Whiteknights Park
campus.[1] The school has been a member of the Headmasters' and
Headmistresses' Conference since 1932.[citation needed] It offers both the
International Baccalaureate and A Levels at Sixth Form.

The school won Senior School of the Year in the Independent Schools
Association (ISA) Awards 2023, the largest independent schools’ body in
the UK. This success came on the back of Leighton Park also being
acknowledged as one of the country’s best independent schools in the
prestigious TES Schools Awards 2023

Matthew Judd has been the headmaster since September 2018.
[citation needed]

At A level in 2019, pupils' progress score was Well Above Average with
students gaining 0.6 of a grade on average across their subjects.[2] No
data were published by the Department for Education for the school at
GCSE level.[3]

The School was inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate in
November 2021 and was found to be excellent for both the quality of pupils’
personal development and the quality of their academic progress.[4]

There are 27 music teachers covering a range of instruments.[5] The
school offers dance with a new studio built in 2020 and a GCSE and A
Levels qualifications available. The school's music and media centre
opened in 2019. It offers a BTec in Digital Media Production at both level 2
and level 3 and works with nearby Pinewood Studios.

Old School and attached laboratories at Leighton Park are Grade II listed
buildings.[6] Grove House was designed by Victorian architect Alfred
Waterhouse, who also designed the Natural History Museum in
London[citation needed] and himself an old boy of Grove House School.

History [ edit ]

Leighton Park was opened in 1890 by members of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers), as a public school for boys. It was founded after Grove House
School, also a Quaker school, closed in 1877. Grove House School had
educated notable personalities such as Lord Lister, Alfred Waterhouse and
Thomas Hodgkin.[citation needed]

Leighton Park grew from four boys in 1890 to 103 in the 1920s. The junior school became the independent Crosfields
School, making Leighton Park solely a senior school. By 1970 the school had 300 pupils, and in 1975 girls were admitted
to the sixth form. In 1993 the school became fully coeducational. Today the school is home to around 520 pupils drawn
from over 44 different countries.[citation needed]

In 2015, the school celebrated its 125-year anniversary.[7]

In March 2016, the school was granted planning permission to develop the main hall and music department into the
Music and Media Centre (MMC) which will enhance the facilities for teaching Music and Media at the school. The
building officially opened in March 2019. The school is currently redeveloping the historic Grove House to be a new Sixth
Form Study Centre and School Library - due to open in early 2024.[8]

Press [ edit ]

Leighton Park appeared on the BBC One Show in 2020, featuring the school's production of PPE for health workers
during the Covid-19 pandemic [9] Leighton Park was featured on the BBC Politics Show, which was hosted at the site in
December 2010.[10]

In April 2005, Quaker-based Sunday Worship was broadcast live from Leighton Park on BBC Radio 4. Heard by an
estimated 1.75 million listeners, the sequence of readings, music, ministry and silence "reflected the essence of Quaker
values to the wider world."[11]

In November 2011 thieves stole Maverick the Harris hawk from a teacher's aviary. Maverick was used "to build a more
adventurous curriculum for pupils" and helped students learn physics. Pupils were left distraught after the theft as a core
team of pupils had been trained to handle him.[12]

Former pupils [ edit ]

Main category: Old Leightonians

Notable old pupils include:

This article's list of alumni may not follow Wikipedia's verifiability policy. Please
improve this article by removing names that do not have independent reliable
sources showing they merit inclusion in this article AND are alumni, or by
incorporating the relevant publications into the body of the article through
appropriate citations. (May 2019)

Sir John Adye, former director of the GCHQ
Crispin Aubrey, civil rights campaigner
Sir Tony Baldry, former MP
Julian Bell, Bloomsbury member, son of Vanessa Bell and Clive Bell, poet
Quentin Bell, Bloomsbury member, son of Vanessa Bell and Clive Bell, artist and writer
Eliza Bennett, Film actress
Sir Richard Rodney Bennett, composer and jazz pianist
Michael Binyon, Times leader journalist
Sir John Birch, former ambassador to Hungary
Derek Brewer, Secretary and Chief Executive of Marylebone Cricket Club
Jim Broadbent, Oscar-winning actor - Hot Fuzz, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, Paddington
Basil Bunting, poet
Sir Egbert Cadbury, Managing Director of Fry's and Cadbury's and decorated First World War ace
Kristian Callaghan, British pistol shooter, winner of Bronze Medal 2014 Commonwealth Games[citation needed]

Professor Edward Chaney, cultural historian
Lance Clark Former CEO of Clark's Shoes and founder of Soul of Africa charity
Nathan Crowley, Oscar-winning production designer - Interstellar, Dunkirk, First Man, Wicked
Baron Davies of Stamford, former MP, Government Minister and Life Peer
Leonard Doncaster, Geneticist
Christopher Dorling, co-founder of Dorling Kindersley Publishing
Phil Dunster, Emmy-nominated actor - Ted Lasso
Jason Durr, Actor "Casualty" and Heartbeat
Owen Edwards, pioneer of Welsh TV broadcasting
Hugh Foot, Baron Caradon, former ambassador to United Nations
Michael Foot, former Labour Party leader
Robert Gillmor, artist and ornithologist
Martin Griffiths, Former Under-Secretary-General at the United Nations
Hugh Haughton, Professor at York University
Tim Ingold, Anthropologist and Professor at Aberdeen University
Sir David Lean, Oscar-winning film director - The Bridge on the River Kwai, Lawrence of Arabia, Doctor Zhivago
Po Shun Leong, Artist
Paddy Benson, Archdeacon of Hereford
Peter Litten, Film director
Tom Lowenstein, Poet
Professor Grigor McClelland, businessman, founder of the Manchester Business School and social activist[13]

David McFarland, Fellow Balliol College, Professor of animal behaviour, Oxford University
Laura Marling, Multi award-winning singer songwriter
Tom Maschler, Publisher, former chairman of Cape, co-founder of The Booker Prize; founder of The Book Bus
Peter May, cricketer, captain of England, and later Chairman of the England cricket selectors
Jagat Singh Mehta, Foreign Secretary India, 1970s
John Mitchell, Musician and music producer
Nicholas Moore, poet and son of GE Moore, Cambridge Philosopher
Sir Oscar Morland, Diplomat and ambassador to Japan
Prof. Peter Nienow, Edinburgh University, winner of the Polar Medal 2017, recognition for his pioneering glaciological
work in the Arctic.[14]

Nathaniel Parker, Olivier Award-winning actor
Patrick Parrinder, Professor of English, Reading University
Lionel Penrose, Psychiatrist, medical geneticist, paediatrician, mathematician and chess theorist, Galton Professor of
eugenics at University College London
Sir Roland Penrose, artist, historian and co-founder of Institute of Contemporary Arts
Henry Priestman, Singer/songwriter with The Christians
John Prizeman, Architect and author on modern design
Prof. Dan Reinstein, Leading eye surgeon and jazz musician
Karel Reisz, Oscar-winning film director
Prof. Julian Stallabrass, Art historian, photographer and lecturer, Courtauld Institute
Ian Stillman, Missionary
Richard Vernon, Leading character actor
Richard G. Wilkinson, Social epidemiologist, author and advocate
Timothy Williamson, Former Wykeham Professor of Logic, Oxford University
Stuart Zender, Musician and former founder member of Jamiroquai
Shyam Bhatia, Writer and journalist[15]

Arms [ edit ]

Coat of arms of Leighton Park School [hide]

Notes
Granted in 1926[16]

Escutcheon
Sable six oak leaves three two and one Or.

See also [ edit ]

List of Friends Schools
Headmasters' and Headmistresses' Conference
Old Leightonians Cricket Club

References [ edit ]

Further reading [ edit ]

The Leightonian [school magazine] (pub. 1895).
The Park [school magazine] (pub. termly).
Old Leightonians Club. A list of names and addresses of the old boys of Leighton Park School (pub. 1945, 1957,
1973, 1990).
Brown, S. W. Leighton Park: A history of the school (pub. 1952).
Leighton Park School, Leighton Park: The first 100 years (pub. 1990).
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Interesting facts about Leighton  
Park School
Old Leightonians:
•	 Eliza Bennett, Film actress

•	 Sir Richard Rodney Bennett, composer and jazz pianist

•	 Michael Binyon, Times leader journalist

•	 Sir John Birch, former ambassador to Hungary

•	 Derek Brewer, Secretary and Chief Executive of Marylebone Cricket Club

•	 Jim Broadbent, Oscar-winning actor - Hot Fuzz, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, 
Paddington

•	 Basil Bunting, poet

•	 Sir Egbert Cadbury, Managing Director of Fry’s and Cadbury’s and decorated First  
World War ace

•	 Peter May, cricketer, captain of England, and later Chairman of the England cricket selectors

Significant events in the School’s history:
1868		 Leighton Park was opened by members of the Religious Society of 	

	 Friends (Quakers), as a public school for boys

1920 	Leighton Park grew from four boys in 1890 to 103 in the 1920

1932 	The school joined the Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’ Conference 

1970 	The school reached the impressive total of 300 boys

1975 	The first girls were admitted into the Sixth Form

1993 	Leighton Park became fully co-educational

2025 	Today the school is home to around 520 pupils aged 11-18 from over 44 	
	 different countries
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